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connexions, was firmly attached by religion to the Slavonic
world. Its Church had been organized under the Church of
Ochrida in the great days of Bulgaria. It was therefore Cyrillic
and inappropriately Slavonic-speaking, though it looked to
Constantinople as its true metropolis. But the story of
Roumanian civilization lies outside the scope of this chapter.
It developed after the Turkish Conquest at the close of the
fifteenth century, along lines that were very Byzantine,
thanks chiefly to the Viceroys that the Sultan provided,
scions of the Greek nobility of the Phanar.
Thus all the Balkan nations fell once more into the hands
of Constantinople, now the deadening fist of the Turk.  It
remains to estimate what the old Constantinople, Christian
Byzantium, had done for them.   It was inevitable that the
proximity of Constantinople should make the Slavs regard
her as the centre of the world; nor was there in medieval days
any other city as rich or as cultured. In art they owed every-
thing to her.   Russia and to a lesser extent Serbia evolved
their own art from a Byzantine basis; Bulgaria, too close to
the source, never succeeded so welL Politically Byzantium
failed in her first object, to absorb the Slavs; she missed her
opportunities till it was too late.   But she succeeded in
winning them to her sphere of influence by the most generous
and far-reaching of her gifts, the Cyrillic Church. The Slav
nations of Russia and the Balkans, with their national churches
in communion with one another and deriving from a common
source,  could  co-operate without antipathy,  while  each
preserved its own individuality. It has been argued that the
Slavs  would  have  fared  better  under  the  ecclesiastical
authority of Rome, or that at least Constantinople should not
have led them into schism with the West. Then they would
have had the full sympathy of the West at the time of crisis
in the Ottoman invasions. But the sympathy of the West was
of little help to Catholic Croatia; it did not save Hungary at
Mohacs. The autocratic tendencies of the Roman Church
were incompatible with Cyrillism, and Cyrillism was what
the Slavs needed, both to preserve them first against the
over-great cultural might of Byzantium and later against
the over-great militarist might of the Turks* The nationalism
of the Balkans is now to be deplored; but the nationalism